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(2) 
SOROS AND EDESESRS 
A Declaration of the Parliament of Scer- 

land, toall his Mayeſties good Subjeds, &c. 


E the E lates of Parliament now conveened, in the firſt 
Seſſion of this ſ:cond Triennial Parliament ,fiadiog the 
ſtrong endeavours and attempts of difaff:Red perſons 
and enemics of Truth, to blaſt and obſtru& our Lxbours 
in the p:rformance of our duties, in order to all cur 
Relations, by tradacing and calumniating our proceedings ; Are therefore 
ob'ig:d to undeceive the abuſed People, to viIdicate our {clves from all un- 
juſt Aſperſions,and to clear and evidence to this Kingdom our conſtancy arid 
firmneſſe to the Canſe of God, which we finde now in as great (i not grea- 
ter)Daoger then it ever was in ſince the beginning of all their Iate Troudles. 

Upon the growing diviſions and debates bet wixt his Maj-ſtie and his Two 
Houſes of the Parliament of Exgland, This Kingdom did for the ſpace of 
neer two yeers, by reiterated Petitions and Meſſages, offer their ſervices and 
endeavours, for compoſing and removing theſe Diſſentions and Differences, 
But their defires therein , throuzh the Counſcls and Practices of their com- 
mon Enemies, were ſtill made in:f.ual, aud dtappointed, until at length 
many thouſands of either fide were fallen by the fu:y and rage of acruel and 
unnatural Sword, and the Flourifhing Kingdom of England turned into 2 
field of blood. And while they wers thus with their own hands tearing 
out their own Bowels, and mafficring themſelves, The Houſes of Parkia- 
ment then in a very lowe condition , invited this Kingdom to their Aſſilt- 
ance ; who finding their Petitions and Addrefles to his Majeſty, for a more 
natural and amicable deciſion of djff:rences then by the Sword , rejeed 3 
and juſtly apprebending to have the dregs of that bitter Cup which over- 
flowed in Eng/end, pour out upon their own heads , if thoſe counſcls and 
advices which pave firſt life and motion to theſe Diftzntions, (hould (till be 
prevatent;Did engage in a SolemnLeague & C.venant for Reformation and 
defence of Religion, the Honour and Happineſf: of the King, and Peace and 
Safety of the three Kingdoms ; In purtuance thereof , this Kingdom joyned 
in Arms with their Brethren in Zng/axd and for divers yeers,through many 
hazards and wants, did profecute theſe ends, until by the Blefling of God 
upontheir joynt endeavours , their common enemics were ſubdued , and 
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moſt of them brought to ſuch AP puniſhment as the reſpeRive Parlt- 
ments thought fit, Thereafter,our Army returned home upon :flarance from 
the two Houſes, that the Treatics and Covenant ſhould be inviolably kept- 
But by the contrary, We finde that there is not any Article of the Solemn 
L-ague and Covenant, which has not been Sinfully and Dangerouſly vio- 
lated before God, Angels and Men, by the prevalent party of ScRaries, and 
thcir adherents z Nay, the Covenant it {elf like to be deſtroyed, or atleaſt, 
forgot or laid afide, Fr where we expeed that according to the furlt Ac- 
ticle of the Treaty bet wixt the Kingdoms, in 4»no 1643 , it ſhould have 
been tane by both Kingdoms, and that the Not takers thereof are by the 
j ynt Declaration of both declared publike enemics to Religion and Coun- 
try,and are to bepuniſhed as prof: ſſ-d Adverfaries and Malignants. We now 
finde by the prevalent Party of S:aries and their adherents, it is not onely 
laid afide in the new Propoſitions lately ſent to his Majelty to the 1/l- of 
Wizht, ard no exccutionot publike Orders for taking it thorow the Coun- 
try , but alſo many perſons of eminent and pu: like Truſts in the army and 
elſewh:re,have never taken it,neither are urged thereuntd. In Read of Refor- 
mation and defence of Religion, T hat Reformation which by the Covenant 
ought to be endeavourdd,is refilted and hindered, Hereſie and. Schiſm tolera- 
red, under which moſt horrid Blaſphemies are ſhcltered and proteRcd,if not 
openly profeſſed and allowed. Inſtead of maintaining the Rights and Pri- 
viledges of Parliament,the Houſes have been highly diſobei ed,and threatned; 
Thoſe who by the Covenant ought ro be brought to condigne trial and pus 
niſhment for hindring the Reformation of Religion, dividing theKing from 
his People, or any of the Kingdonzs from another , or making any Fa&ion 

r Party amorgſt the people, cor:trary to the League and Covenant , have 
.<n protefted and affilted , and thoſe perſecuted who by the Covenant 
ought to be defended. In ſtead of a firm U:1jon and Prace bet wixt the King- 
doins,a breach hath been endeavoured, And wh: rcas both Kingdoms by the 
S.,lemn League & Covenant are obliged to preſer ve his Majelties Perſon and 
Authority,'n the preſcrva. ion and defence of the tru: Religion and Liberties 
of the Kingdoms, that the world may bear witneſ'e with-oar conſciences 
of our L'1yalty,and that we bave no thouzhts nor intentions to diminiſh his 
Maj. e j Rt rowe: & greatoefle. And theKingdom of Scotland having alſo 
vpon h's V aj-{t'es going from Newcaſtl,, declared agaii it all injury,barrr, 
prejudice,or violene to be done to his Royal Perſortyet by a ſudden ſurpri- 
zal his Majcſtie was violently {.iz:d on, and cart e! from h's houſe at Hel. 
d nby againſt his own wil, and thedeclared reſolution of both Kingdoms,by 
2 puty of the Army under the Command of Sir Tho, Fai fox ,, and by that 

\rmv thereafter carticd about from place to place at their pleaſurekoptand 
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invironed with ſtrong Guards within their Quarters, until he was force 
for ſafety of his life to ce from Haumpton-Court , as he himſelf declared in 
his Meſſage from thence : And by the power and prevalcncy of that Arm 
and their adherents, he is kept a cloſe Priſoner in tre iſle of Wrghe,and Votg 
paſt,declaring it High-treaſon to make avy turther appiications to him,orty 
receive any Mcfſages or L:tters from him : yez, even to that extremity arg 
they already gone againſt him, that it is dcclar: d they will repoſe no further 
truſt in him. Like as not oncly ſuch as had Warrants for accific to him, tron 
the Parliament of this Kingdom, are devarred thereof , ot witt({tanding of 
engagement of the Houſes, 27 fanwary, 1647 , to the contrary ; but the 
Earl of Landerdate, a publike miniſter of this Kingdom , contrary tO the 
L1w of Nations, was violently removed trom Wobarr, where his Maj-ſtie 
then was, and not ſuffered to have acceſ(- to him + and though rcpararjgn 
therein was defired by the Committee of Eſtates, yet none was given. And 
when the ſaid Commiſſioners deficed to know whether the Votes againſt 
all applicatio:$sto the King , did extend to his Maxſties SubjeRts of !5cor.. 
land, to debas ſuch as arc warranted by the Parliament of this Kingdom, or 
their Commirtees,from free accefſe to,or intercourſe with his Matic, or that 
he ſhould be hindered from , and ſo made uncapable of any aR of Govern: 
ment in relation tothe affairs of Scor/and; no Anſwer at all was returned 
thereto,vatil the Commiſſioners from both Houſes now reſiding here, did 
in March lalt give to us a large Declaration from them , acchimirg the ſole 
power of the diſp-ſing of the perſon of the King in England. We do not 
Cc nceive it ft at this time to infilt upon ary violation made of the largeTrea- 
ty concerning the remajnder of the money due upon the brotherly aſſiſt» 
ance, nor of the Treaty for the Army in 1rel{an/,for whoſe lervice there was 
due in Anno 1643, by a ſubſcrivit Accompt, 3120001 ſterl. (though we can 
never par! from the intereſt of that Army,til! they be jultly latisfied for their 
lorg an1 faithtul ſervice) + For as money neither was the cauſe nor motive 
toany cf our undertakings nor reſolutions , whatever hath been falfly ſug- 
gelted by our enemies : fo we ſhall not vaiue it fo much, as now t6 menti- 
on it amongſt the cwuſes and grounds of our proceedings zt this time. 

By the large Treaty bet wixc the Kingdoms of Scor/and and England, it is 
provided, That if any Artnies be levied in 2ry of the Kingdoms, and the 
peighbour-Kingdom thereby harmed or wronvyed , that then the Eftates of 
the Country by which it is done,(hall be obliged to purſoe take, and puniſh 
the offend:rs with all rigour. The Kingdou of Scor/:ind hath divers times 
deſired the performance of this Article, and in particular the Parliament 
of Scotland, upon the 16 of Fannnry , 1647. To which the Houſes in 
their Lettcy of the 27 of Farwary , crgaged themiclves to the Parlia- 


ment 


5) 
ment of Scotland , That the Engliſh SL being delivered up , and the 
Scotiſh Army marched out of Emg/a»d,they ſhould take that defire into ſpec- 
dy conſideration. Upon the 16 of July, 1647, the Sots Commiſſoners de- 
fired performance hereof. But through the prevalency and power of the Se> 
arics, no reparation, fatisfaRtion nor an{wer was given. 

And although by the eighth Article of the Treaty, 1643, it is agreed that 
no Cefſutions, Pacifications, nor Agreements for Peace whatſoever,ſhall be 
made by either Kingdome, or the Armics of either Kingdom withou 
mutuall advice znd conſent of both Kingdoms, which engagemant the 
Houlſcs of Parliament alfo repeating in ther L:trer of the 17, of Javnary 
1648. to obſerve that Article after the removall of our Army out of Eng- 
land ; yet contrary thereunto the Army of SeRtaries and their adherents fra- 
med Propofalls deftruRivetothe Ends of the Covenant, which were pre- 
\-ntcd to his Majeſty witheut the advice or conſent of the Kingdom of Seor- 
land ; And thereatrer, by their power and prevalency, the Houſes of Par. 
liament have laid afide the Propoſitions agreed on by both Kingdoms, and 
ha ve contrary to the Trex'y, preſented Propoſitiors and bills to his Maje- 
fly ; againſt which the Commiſſioners of this Kingdome by order, and ac+ 
cording to their inttruiens,did proteſt, as being deltruRtive to Religion,the 
Crown and union of the Kingdomes. 

Thcfe dangers fo eminently threatning Religion and Government, call 
upon us, as Chriſtians, as Subjcs, as Scotchimen, to a duty to God, our. 
King an:i Courtrey, and tO our oppreſſed and heavily. affliftcd Brethren in 
England, whoare faitbfull and coritant tothe cauſe of God, We bave 
therefore reſolved in the firlt place to endervour and aſſay all brotherly-and 
2miable means of repairing and making up ſuch differences or breaches, as 
may other wiſe neceſſitate this Kingdom to ingagein a War :- And there- 
fore, we doe intend to ſend tothe Honorable Houſes of the Parliament of 
Ex:lan{, Theſe following neceffary , and jult deſires for Religion, His 
Maj-(tie, and goed and peace of the ic Kingdoms. 

1 That an«ff:tua)l courſe be tane by the Hoaſes for enjoynive the Co- 
venant to be taken by all the ſub j-As of the Crown of Zngt=nd.conforme to 
the &rſt Article of the Treaty; and conform to the Deelaration 'of both 
KingJomes 11 Anno 1643. By which all who would nottiketh6 Cove» 
pant were declared to be publick enemies to Rel giovn and'the country, and 
that th. y are co be ceofured and puniſhed as profetſcd adverfartet and inalige 
rants : And tha: Reformation of, and (Uniformity ih Relizion beſctledac- 
cordirz tothe Covenant, That as the Houſes of Parliament have gerced 
to the Dir:fory of Worſhip, ſorhey would take a real courſe tortheyres 
&.ſing thereof Ly all the tubje&t in Engtandand {rcland; that". he vorſuſlon 
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of Faith tranſmitted from the Acct of Divines at Weſtminfer to the 
Houl:s be approv:n ; and that Presbyreriall govcrament with the fubore 
d1ation of the lower Aſſzmbly to the kigher be ſetled and fullly eſtabliſhed 
In England and Tretand, and that an effcQtuall courſe be taken for ſuppreſ- 
{1:2 and extirpating all Herefizs and Schiſines, particularly Socioianiſm, 
Acrminnnifin, Arrianiſm, Anabaptiſm, Antinomianiſ.n, Eraſtianifm, Fa- 
miliſm,Browniſm & Independency ; and for perkRing wh t is yet further 
to be done,for extirpating Poup:ry and Prelicy,and ſappceſli vg th epractife 
cf ti e Service Book, commonly called che Book of Engliſh common P cayer, 
2 That conform to the former defires of this Kingdom, the Kings Ma. 
j:{ty may come with honour, freedom, and fafety to ſeme of His houſes in 
or nezr London,that the Parlizments of both Kingdoms may make their ap. 
plica'jons to Him for obtaining His Royall aſſent to ſuch dcfires as (hall b: 
by them preſented ro Him, for eſtabliſhing R<ligion,_as 1s above cxprelt, 
aod fetling a well grouned peace, 
3jAnd to the end,that all Members of both Houſes who have been faith- 
full co.this Cauſe, may freely and ſafely return and attend their charges, the 
City of London may enjoy its liberty and priviledces which it had b. fore 
the late encroachment of the Armie, the Pariiament may ſit and voice with 
freedom and fafety, bath Kingdoms withont interruption or diltucbante 
may make their applications to his Majeſty, andthe ſetling of Religion and 
'Peace may be no longer hindered & obftrut<d,that the preſent army of Se. 
Rariesund:cr the Command of Tho.l.. Fairfax of Cam:ron, be dsibanded,& 
-none employed, but ſuch as have or ſhill take the Covenant & are wel-afte- 
@cd toReligion & 3overnment,excepting from the (aid diva diog the G1 
riſons neceſſary to bz kept up by the Patliament of England, tor the (afcty of 
that Kingd. which are deſired to be commanded by (uch as have or (hal rake 
the Covenany, & are wel.afſecd to Religion and Government as aforeſaid, 
We will not doubt but the Honourable Houſes will ſeriouſly weigh and 
conſider how necefſiry and juſt theſc our demands are, to which we will 
exp=Q a ſatisfaRory anſwer;B at if through the iofl 1:nce and power of the 
Army of S:Rarics that own invirons them, theſe our d ſires be (I:ghte1 and 
re3:Qed z Yet we reſolve by Gods affiſtance inall our proceedings n:ver to 
break on our part the union bet wixt the Kingdoms, nor toencroach vpon 


the Nationall rights of the Subj<Rs of Englenl, or cntrench upon their juſt 


liderties z much leſſe is it our intention at all to make any National «n- 
agement agarnſt the Parliament and King 1o:n of England. But for them 
wheſc freedom, priviledges and happine's ſhall be ever as deer to us a+ our 
own. Andif weſh 11 be nectlitate to any undertakings in War, we dor +» 
ſolve, that as the engagements of this Kingd. have been conſtan:ly hith: r'0 
for ({tling Truth and Pcace under his Majeſties Government, fo they ſha'l 
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till be for the obtaining the ſame 28 And wee will de carefuil that 
in the managing and carrying on of ſo pious and dutiſull x work, That we 
ſhal not enter into Aſſociation 2nd ConjunRion of Force with thoſe who 
ſhall refuſe to ſwear & ſubſcrive the Solemn L:ague ard Covenant, nor uſe 
ſuch means or inſtruments as may diſcourage or difoblige the Presbyterians 
in England, who coitinue firm to the Solenn League and Covenant 2 and 
that we will be fo far from joyning or affociating our ſelves with the Po- 
piſh, Prelaticall or Malignant party, if they ſhall again riſe in Arms, et- 
th.r to oppoſe or obſtruR all or any of the ends of the Covenant ; That 
on the contrary, we will oppoſe, ar d endeayoar to ſapprefle them, as ene- 
miesto the Cauſe and Covenant on the one hand, as well as S:Rarics on 
the other. And we further declare, That we will give truſt in our Armies 
and Committees fo none but ſuch as are of known integrity, abilities, and : 
faithfulneſs to this Cauſe and Covenant, and agzinlt whom there is no jult 
cauſe of exception, And as we (hall end:avour the reſcuing of his Maj:(ty- 
from thoſe who violently carried him away from Holdewby, and by whoſe: 
power he is [till detained cloſe priſoner, that he may come with Honour, - 
Freedom and Safety to ſome of his Houſes, in or neer to Zo#don, where - 
both Kingdoms may make their applications to him, for ſetling Religion, 
and a well grounded Peace z . So we reſolve not to put in his Maj.ſties . 
hands,or any others whatfoever, any ſuch power wherby the forefaid ends - 
of the Covenant, or any one of them may be obſtructed vr oppoſed, Religi-: 
on or Presbyterian Government endangered. But on thecontrary, before 
any agre. ment or condition to be made with his Mij:ſRty, having his 
hte Conceſſions and Off-rs concerning R:ligion not ſatisfaRory , That he 
give aſſu-ance by his ſolemn Oath under his Hand and Stal:, that be (b-It 
for himſ.1f nd his Succefſots give his Royall aſſent; and agree to-fuckARt + 
or As of Parliament, and Bils as ſhall be preſented to hran by his Parlin» - 
ments of both or either Kingdoms reþefiv2z for enjoyning the "League 
and Covenant, and fully e{tab _—_ Preabyteriall Government, DireRory 
of Worſhip, and Confeffion of Faith in all bis Majzfties Dominiors : . 
and that his Maj-ſty ſhall never make any oppoſition to mny of thoſe, nor : 
indeavour any change thereof. And further, to ſhew and evidence the can»! 
dor and reality of our intentions, we are willing to ſubjoyn to the gronnds , 
of our undertakings an Oath, whereof both, in the framing thereof, and 
other. wayes, we are willing the Church ſhall hate their dacinterclt, as 
formerly in the like caſes. Sis 'rl 
And al>eit we are reſolved not to ingage nn any War before thegecelfi« : 
ty and lawfulnefsthereof be cleared : ſo as all who are wellaff Redimay be 
ſatisfied therewith; And that reparation to ſuch breaches and injuries as 
Ke or ſhall be condrfcended to ſhall be demanded in ſuch a jaſt and fie 
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way as hall be found moſt lawfull and expedient. Yet we cannot be ah» 
(werable to the great trult laid upon us,if ſeeing ſo imminent and great dan« 
gersto all chat is deareſt to us, we did not make uſe of our Authority and 
Power for the common fafcty of this Kingdom ; and therefore we have, 
reſolved to put this Kingdom preſently into a poſture of D-fence, as it was 
Anno 1643. ' 
And now, as many of the dangers, with the grounds and reſolutions ia 
purſuance of oar duties, are hereby made known to thi: Kingdom ; ſo we 
are aſured that all & every one who bave any zeal to Religion, love to Mo- 
narchicall ©overnment, ſenſe of the ſuffecings and imprijonment of their 
Kiog, af:Rt1on to their oppreſſed Brethren 1» England, or deſire to preſerve 
the Priviledges of Parliament, and liberty of the Subj-&, will cheerfully in 
ſuch an exigent (while the eys of all Chriſtendom are upon us) rouze up 
themſclves,and contribute their beſt endeavyours,as they (hal be required by 
us,in purſuance of all the ends of the Covenant,at wel for Religion,as for his; 
Majelties Perſon & Government, and Privitedges of Parliawent ; in deing! 
whereof wee ſhall witneis to the world, that wee haves not ſwerved from! 
theſe cur firſt principles contained in our National Covenarit, & in our So. 
lemn League & Covenant, whereby we did ſolemnly ſwear and promil: be-: * 
fore God and his Angels, To endeavour in our ſeverall places and callings, 
the Reformation of, and Uniformity in R:ligion and C hurch-government 
inall his Majeſties Dominiens,according to the Word of God,and example: 
of the beſt Reformed Churches ; and nor ovly to the atmolt of our power, 
with our means and lives toſtand to the defence of our dread Soveraign, his 
Perſon and Authority,in the preſervation of the true Religion, and liberties 
of the Kingdoms z Bur alſo inevery cauſe which may concern his Majeſties 
honor toconcur, according to the Lyws of this Kingdom, and duty ot good. 
SubjeRs: And.alſo hereby give a ſingular proof of the good intentions of alt 
that maintain Presbyteriall Government, that they are not enemics to Mo» 
narchie,as they are falſcly by their enemies branded. And io particular this 
Kingdom of Scor/and will now make.it evident, as they often declared, that - 
their quietneſc, ſtabllity, and -bappinefs doth depend upon the fafery of thes 
Kings Majcfties perſon,and maintenance off his greatnefs and Royal Autho» 
rity,who is Gods Vice.gerent ſet over us for maintenance of Religion, and 
miniſtration of Juſtice z Having ſo many bands and ties of duty and fubje-- 
Rion to his Majeltic,and his Government, who is our Native King from a 
Series and deſcent of bis Royall Progenitors, then can be parallell's | 
in Kerepe, That werefolve clofely-and cooltantly to: adberecherennto, 'as 
alſo to all the ends of the Covenane. 
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